
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Notra and News 



Ohio Notes 

On the 28th of October at the Modern Language Meeting of 
the N. E. O. T. A., about 225 teachers belonging to that association 
attended seven demonstration classes in French and Spanish. 
These classes were intended to show the visiting teachers the 
methods of teaching modern languages now in use in the Cleve- 
land Public Schools. A great deal of interest was manifested, 
and the visiting teachers expressed themselves as enthusiastic 
about meetings that had to them far greater practical value than 
the mere reading of papers. They expressed the desire to see this 
kind of meeting repeated at the future annual meetings. As all 
these classes were gathered in the same building, it saved the 
teachers any loss of time, due to going from one school to another. 

DISTRIBUTION PER YEAR OF STUDENTS TAKING FRENCH IN THE 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS OF CLEVELAND 

1st yr. 2nd yr. 3rd yr. 4th yr. 

1297 1084 338 95 Total 2814 

Junior High 
1033 263 Total 1296 

7th & 8th Grades 

731 238 Total 969 

Grand Total 5079 

Total number of students taking French in 1920-21 4020 

DISTRIBUTION PER YEAR OF STUDENTS TAKING SPANISH 

Senior High 

1st yr. 2nd yr. 3rd yr. 4th yr. 

815 383 15 

Total 1213 

Junior High 
1st yr. 2nd yr. 
170 88 

Tota l 258 

7th & 8th Grades 
79 

Total 79 

Grand Total 1550 

Total number of students taking Spanish in 1920-21 1600 
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Washington Items 

The Cercle Clayton Paul-Bert of the Lincoln H. S., Tacoma, 
is under the patronage of the Comite des Dames of the French 
League of Education and is named for the president of the Comite, 
Madame Clayton Paul-Bert. The Cercle receives the bulletins of 
the Cercle Parisien and the minutes of its meetings are reported in 
the Bulletin of the Paris group. 

The pupils of French in the Fairhaven High School of Belling- 
ham, Washington, are corresponding with native pupils in Ardeche, 
France. Girl students there have sent nougat, laces, and other 
articles manufactured in their home towns. 

The students in Spanish are corresponding with pupils in 
English in the Escuela Model Horacio Mann of Mexico City. 

The Washington State Normal School at Bellingham reports 
that there are several extension classes enrolled in Spanish, 
with an enrollment of 20, and that other classes are being organized. 

Professor E. J. Vickner, Head of the Department of Scandi- 
navian Languages and Literatures at the University of 
Washington, is giving an advanced course in English dealing with 
Scandinavian Literature and also a 5-hour course for Freshmen 
and Sophomores entitled "Great Scandinavian Writers." These 
courses are given in cooperation with the English Department. 

Of the 40 students enrolled in Scandinavian, the number is 
about evenly divided between Swedish, Norwegian and Danish. 
The enrollment last year was 70, but the total enrollment of the 
University is smaller than last year. Due to lack of funds, the 
number of students had to be limited. 

There are 51 major students in Romanic Languages at the 
University of Washington this fall, an increase of 22 over last year. 

The percentage of loss in total enrollment in this department, 
due to the limited number allowed to enter the university, is 
less than the percentage of loss for the whole university. The new 
rule requiring 2 years of one foreign language for entrance has been 
put into effect this fall, and the result, as expected, is a diminution 
of the numbers in the elementary classes. 

Mile Germaine Pierron, a graduate of the College de Jeunes 
Filles de Bethune, Pas de Calais, and a member of the modern 
Language Department of Smith College for the past two years, 
has been added to the department of Modern Languages of Whit- 
man College, as assistant professor of French. Mile Pierron 
spent three months studying in Europe during the past summer. 

Miss J. A. Hermann, Head of the Foreign Language Depart- 
ment at Yakima, reports that their increased enrollment in French, 
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(112 in 1920) is due, in part at least, to the new requirement of 
French or German in the Scientific Course at the University of 
Washington. 

Mr. E. Salzmann, Head of Foreign Languages in the North 
Central High School of Spokane, writes as follows: 

"Spanish has been increasing continuously for the last three 
years. Plans had been made before school started for five begin- 
ning classes; instead we have had to form seven. A noteworthy 
feature of this development is that those taking up Spanish have 
had it carefully explained to them that this is not a sinecure or 
"snap" subject. I may say, in fact, that the students enrolled 
in Spanish are among our best." 

A Spanish Club has been organized by the second year class 
at Colville. An election of students from the first year class 
was recently held and sixteen new members having grades of A or B 
were voted in. At the initiation, held in the high school auditorium, 
the neophytes entertained the members of the club by appearing 
dressed as Spanish sefioritas or desperados, and by singing songs 
and giving readings and plays in Spanish. The club meets once a 
month and gives a Spanish program. Every one takes part in 
some way, and a lively club has resulted. 

Mr. N. E. Hinch, of the State Normal School at Ellensburg, 
writes, "The demand for French and Spanish is variable. Some 
times we have thirty or more taking each. At present only begin- 
ning classes are running. Some years we have second year 
classes." 

Mr. J. P. Mueller of the Vancouver High School reports that 
there is a demand for German but that the authorities are not 
offering it, seeming to be afraid to make a start. 

Miss Lucile Mclntyre, Head of Foreign Languages at Walla 
Walla, writes: "Our French and Spanish enrollment has decreased 
slightly, but Latin has increased in the beginning classes about 
50% over last year." 

A number of the smaller schools report that due to a shortage of 
teachers only one foreign language can be offered and that it 
seemed wise to choose Latin. Several other small schools report 
an increased enrollment in Latin; several have discontinued Spanish 
and offer Latin and French, or French only. In two schools 
Spanish is being offered for the first time. Three others report 
strong demand for Spanish. The five last mentioned record a large 
proportionate enrollment in Latin. 
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Languages in the High Schools 

Accredited High Schools Ill 

No foreign language 2 

Latin only 11 

French only 15 

Spanish only 5 

Latin and French 21 

Latin and Spanish 13 

French and Spanish 8 

Latin, French and Spanish 36 

language enrollment in accredited high schools 
and academies 





Total 
Enroll- 
ment 


Latin 


Greek 


French 


Span- 
ish 


Bellingham: 

Whatcom 


875 
202 


170 
24 




113 
26 


98 




35 






Everett: 
Olympia: 


1275 

575 


160 
90 




175 
45 


210 
54 


Seattle: 

Ballard 


1359 
2240 
1365 
2095 
1378 
1000 
569 


106 
230 
160 
226 
162 
85 
134 




180 
430 
198 
365 
233 
126 
134 


167 




420 


Franklin 


250 


Lincoln 


360 


Q. Anne 


230 


West Seattle 


231 


East 


120 






Spokane: 

Lewis and Clark 


2000 
2045 


521 
450 




370 
268 


228 


North Central 


435 






Tacoma: 

Lincoln 


1870 
1857 


244 
329 


9 


168 
319 


415 




456 






Vancouver 


650 


52 




153 


139 






Walla Walla 


1150 


161 




127 


190 






Yakima 


940 


336 




177 


90 






3 schools aggregating 


1275 


144 




189 


270 






63 schools aggregating 


8611 


1303 




1263 


841 








No rep't 
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HIGHER SCHOOLS 



NAME 


Total 
Enroll- 
ment 


Latin 


Greek 


Ger- 
man 


French 


Span- 
ish 


Ital- 
ian 


Scand. 


He- 
brew 


Univ. of Wash. 
Seattle, Wash. 


4596 


18 


17 


89 


767 


347 


22 


40 


3 


Wash. State College 
Pullman, Wash. 


No rep't 


















College of Puget 
Sound 
Tacoma, Wash. 


337 


2 




7 


90 


75 






16 


Whitman College 
Walla Walla, Wash. 


412 


123 


25 


43 


130 


130 








State Normal 
Bellingham, Wash. 










56 


63 








State Normal 
Cheney, Wash. 










20 


14 








State Normal 
Ellensburg, Wash. 


350 








9 


13 









Grace I. Liddell 

The meeting of the Central Division of the Modern Language Association at 
Iowa City, December 28-30, was a very interesting one and well attended. While 
most of the sessions were devoted to the discussion of questions involving literary 
or linguistic research there were well-attended pedagogic meetings of the Romance 
and of the German groups. We hope to report these more fully in February. 
Professor Wm. A. Nitze of Chicago was elected chairman for the 1922 meeting, 
which will be held in Chicago. 

Nebraska Notes 
The Modern Language Section of the Nebraska State Teachers' 
Association convened in Omaha, November 10th and followed a 
most interesting program. Miss Alma Hosic of the Teachers' 
College at Kearney read an excellent paper on "The Place of 
Modern Languages in the High School Curriculum." This was 
followed by a talk on "What Stimulus for the Teaching of Modern 
Languages is there in the Present International Situation?" by 
Rev. Chas. Lyttle of the First Unitarian Church, Omaha,— a talk 
which was unusually entertaining and profitable because it dealt 
with actual experiences, not theories. Some very pretty French 
and Spanish dances were given by Omaha pupils, and these were 
followed by a talk on "Methods in Modern Language Teaching" 
by Chas. E. Young of the University of Iowa. We all enjoyed 
Dr. Young because of the sane views which he advocated, and his 
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advice not to adhere always to a fixed method, but to use such a 
method or combination of methods as seemed best adapted to the 
class, and would bring the best results in that particular case and in 
the given time. 

Then M. Duehron of Creighton University, Omaha, gave an 
excellent talk on pronunciation and the necessity of a knowledge 
and use of phonetics, which was followed by an interesting discus- 
sion of "Grammar and Composition" by Dr. Herbert Vaughan of 
the University of Nebraska. As the last number on the program 
before the business meeting Mme Chatelain of Central High, 
Omaha, talked to us for a few minutes on "Reading" and pointed 
out ways of making the reading hour both interesting and profit- 
able. It was an unusually helpful discussion. 

In the business meeting which followed, Miss Ella Phelps of 
Omaha — the president of the section — gave a report on the forma- 
tion of a Nebraska State Association and also of a "Regional 
Federation of Modern Language Teachers," and at the close of 
this report this Modern Language Section of the Nebraska State 
Teachers' Association voted to become a formal State Modern 
Language Association, the officers to decide all questions of 
management. Miss Mahoney of South High, Omaha, then gave a 
report on "Methods and Texts employed in the Teaching of 
Modern Languages in Nebraska," and after the election of officers 
the meeting adjourned. The officers for the ensuing year are: 
Miss Clara Conklin of the University of Nebraska, President; 
Miss Alma Hosic of Kearney Normal, Secretary. 

It has been impossible to get a report from all of the teachers 
of the state as to the enrollment in French and Spanish this year 
in the High Schools and Colleges and its relation to that of last 
year. In Omaha and Lincoln High Schools, however, it seems to 
be about the same as last year. At the University there is an 
increase which is especially noticeable in the advanced classes. 

A.M.S. 

Mr. William B. Snow, formerly Headmaster of the English 
High School of Boston, has been promoted to be Assistant Super- 
intendent of Schools in that city. Mr. Snow has served in the 
Boston schools since 1886, and has established a national reputa- 
tion by his efficient work in French in the class room, as an author, 
and as a member of most of the modern language committees of 
national scope during the last two decades. He is an Officier de 
I'AcadSmie Franqaise. He is one of the founders of the New Eng- 
land Modern Language Association, and has done much to 
develop its efficiency. He was the first president of the National 
Federation of M. L. T. His appointment is especially significant, 
since it places a modern language instructor on the Board of 
Superintendents for the first time in many years, thus insuring the 
best possible support to our colleagues in Boston. 
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Middle States and Maryland 

The annual meeting of the Modern Language Association of 
the Middle States and Maryland was held at Swarthmore College 
on Saturday morning, November 26. There was a large represen- 
tative and enthusiastic gathering and the meeting was one of the 
most successful ever held by the Association in numbers, in the 
quality of the papers presented and in general interest. 

The president, Miss Annie Dunster of the Wm. Penn High 
School, Philadelphia, was in charge of the meeting and welcomed 
the members. The secretary-treasurer, Miss Anna W. Ballard of 
Teachers College, Columbia University reported a balance in the 
treasury of $62.50, accounted for by the very prompt payment of 
dues and by the generosity of Teachers College in again supplying 
without charge all the necessary multigraphing, type-writing and 
addressing of envelopes. In withdrawing as secretary-treasurer 
after five years' service, she told of the different methods adopted 
to increase the membership and urged each member to get another 
member early in the year. The Association is such a prominent one 
that every teacher may be proud to be identified with it. 

Professor Douglas Buffum of Princeton University gave an 
excellent report of the progress of his committee on oral and aural 
tests in bringing and keeping before the College Entrance Board 
the desirability of requiring an aural test in its examinations. A 
reliable committee has finally been appointed by the Board to take 
up the matter — a committee consisting of representatives from 
colleges and universities and from public and private schools. 

Dr. J. P. W. Crawford represented our Association at the 
meeting of the National Federation made up of representatives of 
the constituent bodies and was elected president, to succeed W. B. 
Snow. 

The Association voted unanimously to devote to the William 
Addison Hervey Memorial fund as large a part as could be spared 
of the balance in the treasury, this to be supplemented by contribu- 
tions of individual members. Dr. Hemry, Tome School, Port 
Deposit, Md. was appointed to receive the contributions of those 
present and of any other members who wish to subscribe. The 
president appointed as nominating committee: Messrs. Crawford, 
Hoskins, and Gray, and as auditing committee: Dr. Hemry and 
Dr. Mary Burchinal. 

The subject of the day was the training of teachers. Professor 
Claudine Gray spoke at length of the work of the college as typified 
by Hunter College, emphasizing the excellent training given in 
Hunter College High School. Dr. Keniston of Cornell represented 
the graduate school and Mr. Roux read a paper on the ideal train- 
ing. The three speakers supplied a programme of absorbing inter- 
est. All emphasized the necessity for early training in modern 
language work and for early specialization. 
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During the discussion Mr. Rene Samson of the Central High 
School, Washington, D. C. made an interesting statement that 
50% of H. S. pupils take 1 or 2 modern languages — that 92% take 
only 1 or 2 years, often in the first or second year of high school — 
so that when they take college entrance examinations they have 
been two years without class study of French. Only 9 per cent 
study the modern language for 3 or 4 years. He emphasized the 
necessity of study abroad for modern language teachers. 

Professor Buffum's committee on Oral and Aural work was 
continued. 

The following officers were elected. 

OFFICERS 

Anna Woods Ballard, President, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York City; Mary C. Burchinal, First Vice-Presi- 
dent; W. Philadelphia H. S. for Girls, Philadelphia, Pa; Edward 
B. Davis, Second Vice-President, Rutgers College, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J.; Henry G. Doyle, Secretary and Treasurer, George 
Washington University, Washington, D. C. 

DIRECTORS 

To 1922 Annie Dunster, Ex-President, William Penn High 
School, Philadelphia, Pa.; To 1922 Douglas L. Buffum, Princeton 
University, Princeton, N. J.; To 1922 Isabelle Bronk, Swarthmore 
College, Swarthmore, Pa.; To 1922 Louis A. Roux, Newark 
Academy, Newark, N. J.; To 1923 Frederick S. Hemry, Tome 
School, Port Deposit, Md.; To 1923 Ralph H. Keniston, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Anna Woods Ballard 

New York State 

The Central Hudson Section of the New York State M. L. A. 
held its Fall Meeting in the Newburgh Public Library November 
Sth. 

An attractive feature of this meeting was an exhibit of school- 
room helps and teaching devices which was arranged by the 
Newburgh teachers. The exhibit included numerous copies of 
Le Matin, a Spanish edition of The Pictorial Review, pictures from 
the Educational Print Co., text-books, student-made illustrated 
French note-books, verb-form blanks and many posters ranging 
from those depicting beautiful scenery to others showing the 
ravages of tuberculosis. 

Dr. J. B. E. Jonas of DeWitt Clinton High School, New York 
City, conducted the combined round table and question box. 
This proved to be extremely profitable and interesting. 

Miss Eastman, Head Examiner in the Modern Language Dept. 
at Albany, gave a most helpful talk on the rating of regents' 
papers, using answer papers from the June examinations in French 
and Spanish to show examples of correct and incorrect marking. 
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Prof. Marian P. Whitney of Vassar College gave the section a 
very entertaining and instructive account of her recent travels in 
Europe, advancing succinct reasons for the study of modern 
languages and telling of the probable effect of such study on our 
future European relations. With this inspirational talk the 
conference closed. 

The Spring meeting will be held at Vassar College. 

Marguerite Cordes, Secy. 

Utica Section 

Our Modern Language Conference was well attended and 
very helpful to all who were present. The Modern Language pro- 
gram is printed hereafter. Ours was but a part of the Allied Teach- 
ers' Conference, embracing twelve departments or sections. At in- 
tervals throughout the two days of the conferences, we met as a 
whole to listen such men as Dr. Chase of the Department, Dr. S. 
Parks Cadman, Mr. Frank M. Leavitt, and Supt. Weet. 

As for the Modern Language Section, Mr. J. Cayce Morrison 
opened our session. The points that Mr. Morrison made especi- 
ally were that this is a day of experimentation in applying tests 
to Modern Languages. The difficulty seems to be that the tests 
have not been brought to a sufficiently scientific basis to insure 
their "working" in a large number of cases. Then followed a 
somewhat detailed discussion of the more obvious reason for the 
"failure" of the tests. 

Miss Osborne's discussion of the Direct Method was a thought- 
ful presentation of the triangle: — pupils, text and teacher — with 
most of the emphasis on the teacher's personality, preparation, and 
natural ability. 

Miss Ward's demonstration of a socialized recitation in Second 
Year French was a sight good for any person to see. Without 
any flattery or unnecessary "puffs," it was a feat worthy of any 
ordinarily prepared class that had studied French for three 
whole years. They had had it but half that time ! 

The discussion of texts brought the varied opinions of some 
half-dozen teachers on those books assigned to them to the 
attention of the rest present at the conference. Among the books 
favorably commented upon were "France" by Camerlynck, 
"Aux Etats-Unis" by de Montvert; those that excited a bit of 
debate as to their merits when considered for high school purposes 
were "The New Fraser and Squair French Grammar," "Gram- 
maire Francaise," de Sauze, and "Cours Pratique de Francais pour 
Commencants," de Sauze. The "Inductive French Grammar" 
by Lamb, published by Macmillan, was granted to be-a fine college 
text or a good teacher's reference book, but not at all suited to 
secondary school purposes. 
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In explaining the rating of Regents' Papers, Miss Eastman did 
a masterful piece of work. She used as an example a paper of a 
lad who had taken the second year French examination in New 
York City and received barely a passing mark. Those present 
who were teaching two years of French were asked to rate the 
paper before she gave her reasons for agreeing with or differing 
from them. 

And the climax came when Miss Baker exhibited and explained 
the process of formation of some Spanish note-books. They were 
nearly all different and yet each a treasure-house of good things. 
One girl had made and decorated to suit her fancy covers for a book 
that she later filled with views and descriptions of Cuba, some in 
Spanish and others in English. Other features of the book were an 
original treatment of irregular verbs, an idiom list, names of 
grouped objects. 'Twas a real work of art and a book to make 
glad the heart of any teacher. 

At the election of officers the same officers were retained for 
another year. 

PROGRAM OF THE UTICA SECTION 

Meeting at the Utica Free Academy, in connection with the 
Utica Allied Teachers' Conference. 
Thursday, October 27 
Use of Standarized Tests in Modern Language Teaching, 
Mr. J. Cayce Morrison, Specialist in Educational Measurements. 
State Educational Department. 

Short Discussion on the Direct Method, Miss Edith M. Osbor. 
Demonstration Class in Second Year French, Miss Ward. 
Reviews of new text-books by members of the Association. 

Friday, October 28 
Explanation of rating of Regents' papers, with exhibit, Miss 
Catherine A. Eastman. 

Use of Note-Books in Spanish, Miss Baker. 
Round Table Discussion. 
Election of Officers. 

Zoe Ward, Chairman. 

Utica Free Academy. 

Ralph Johnson, Secretary. 

Hamilton High School. 

Maine News 
The meeting of the Modern Language Section of the Main 
Teachers' Association was held Friday, October 28 at the Portlan'd 
High School. Dr. Roy M. Peterson, Professor of Spanish and 
Italian in the University of Maine presided. In the business 
meeting Professor A. N. Leonard of Bates College, the Secretary, 
urged that all teachers of modern languages should subscribe to the 
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Journal. The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
Chairman, Mrs. Roscoe J. Ham of Brunswick; members of the 
Executive Committee, Professor Francois J. Kueny, University of 
Maine; Miss Theresa Callahan of Lewis ton and Miss Lura E. 
Prentiss of Sanford; Secretary-Treasurer, Professor A. N. Leon- 
ard of Bates College. 

The first number on the program was contributed by Professor 
Sydney B. Brown of the department of French, Bates College, who 
spoke on "Opportunities for Study in Paris." Professor Brown 
has returned from France very recently, and so is in a position 
to give an accurate account of the various schools and organizations 
that are now at the service of the student of French. 

It was the intention of the Committee that arranged the pro- 
gram to make this of as practical a nature as possible. Accord- 
ingly the plan was adopted of having several speakers present 
briefly from their own experience certain phases of a general 
topic, somewhat as outlined by Miss Lillian Stroebe in her article 
entitled "Section Meetings" which appeared in a former number 
of the Journal (Volume IV, number 5). The topic selected for 
discussion in this case was the query "How Can Our Modern 
Language Teaching be Stimulated and Vitalized?", and three 
separate phases of the subject were presented in fifteen minute 
talks by prominent secondary school teachers. Miss Arabel L. 
Allen of Livermore Falls High School gave her experience in 
handling correspondence with foreign pupils both in French and 
in Spanish. The opportunities for this kind of work had been 
explained at last year's meeting, and Miss Allen's experience 
has been that such correspondence is productive of good results. 
The consensus of opinion as expressed by various teachers during 
the discussion was that this kind of work may be made very valu- 
able. Miss Nellie M. Potter of Portland High School next gave 
a most interesting account of club work. She has charge of a 
flourishing Spanish Club which stimulates the work of the class 
room. She gave a wealth of suggestions about the details of her 
organization, presenting at the same time an exhibit of Realia used 
in the Club. The last of the three talks was that of Miss Florence 
H. Weeks of Cony High School, Augusta. Her subject, the teach- 
ing of vocabulary, was devoted to the presentation of those helps 
toward the acquisition of an adequate store of words and idioms 
which had proved most valuable in her experience. Like the pre- 
ceding talks it was thoroly practical and especially helpful to those 
who were beginning a teaching career. One of the important 
features of this part of the program was the discussion led by 
Miss Eflie M. Noddin of Edward Little High School, Auburn. 

The last number was a lecture by Professor Osmond T. Robert 
of the department of French, Smith College who spoke in the 
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French language on "Le r61e du livre de lecture dans l'enseignement 
des langues vivantes." 

The speaker said that the work of students of French in all 
grades was usually characterized by a very fair ability to translate 
from French into English but also by very weak composition 
and free composition; their French vocabulary was meager, their 
constructions strained and awkward, their style decidedly wooden. 

An examination of the books used in French classes accounted, 
he thought, for those unsatisfactory results; they were not adapted 
to the end which we sought. The grammars are based upon the 
assumption that correct sentences can be formed by piecing words 
together in the order and with the inflections prescribed in an 
infinity of rules, — a most unnatural process. The composition 
books are based on the same assumption and they furthermore 
require the pupils to write French without having before them 
any other models but the bad ones set by the English constructions 
which they naturally imitate, and they thus become familiarized 
with strained constructions. The reading books are edited with 
a view to elucidating the meaning of the text; they aim solely at 
cultivating a recognition-memory of French, leaving the acquisi- 
tion of an active knowledge of the language to chance. 

The speaker suggested that the way to improve the pupils' ac- 
tive knowledge of the language was to make a better use of the 
reading book. If instead of letting the student waste his prepara- 
tion time in turning over the leaves of a vocabulary in the attempt 
to worry out the meaning of the text, and then spending the fol- 
lowing class hour in ascertaining if the text has been prepared and 
in correcting errors of interpretation, the teacher spends part of 
the class period in teaching the meaning of the text, the pupils 
could spend their preparation time in doing assimilation exercises 
based upon a text the meaning of which they knew. 

Professor Robert then illustrated what he meant by assimila- 
tion exercises by giving examples of substitution exercises (for 
teaching constructions and practical grammar); exercises aiming 
at the assimilation, enlargement and correct use of vocabulary; 
exercises leading to flexibility through the use of synonymous 
expressions and equivalent constructions; exercises in translation 
into French involving the use of the constructions or the vocabu- 
lary of the text, but independent of its meaning; and examples of 
grammatical teaching based entirely upon living examples drawn 
from the text, and aiming at the formation in the pupils of the 
habit of studying their texts from a linguistic point of view. 

The attendance was large and the teachers seemed to find the 
various numbers of the program interesting and helpful, as the 
majority remained throughout the entire session. 

Roy M. Peterson 
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California Notes 
The fact that quite a number of the teachers of Spanish from 
the southern part of the State attended the summer sessions at 
the University of the City of Mexico has given quite an impetus to 
our Modern Language Association and at the first meeting of the 
Spanish Section a very enthusiastic meeting was held at which 
interesting reports were given. At the French section, a similar 
report was made of a trip through Spain, Italy Switzerland and 
France. This first-hand information has created a good deal of 
enthusiasm and there is a very popular weekly gathering called 
Causerie Frangaise, and the Spanish teachers are starting a monthly 
Tertulia, which will help greatly in a social way to unify and vivify 
our work. 

Two drives are on at present: one to secure fifty subscribers to 
Modern Language Journal, and the other to raise a fund to 
print a catalogue of the books in Spanish and related to Spanish 
and Spanish American life found in our Public City Library. The 
work of preparing the MSS. was largely done by a committee 
of teachers. 

I am sending you herewith a summary of the situation in San 
Francisco compiled last January. I am sure that our present 
enrollment will show quite a decided tendency toward an even 
larger Spanish majority. I hope I can get the data by the end 
of this week. Our High Schools (13 in all) of the City system had 
a total enrollment last year of about 16,700 (not including either 
Intermediate or Evening Schools). 

Language Teachers 1st yr. 2nd yr. 3rd yr. 4th yr. Total 

French 
Spanish 

The enrollment in French for the third year shows the effect of 
the unusual interest in French in 1918 just before the Armistice. 
However, it seems to be true that more of those proportionally who 
elect French are looking forward to University work and continue 
the study into the third and fourth year. The idea still prevails 
that French is more "cultural" and that Spanish is "commercial". 
I think this latter notion is more emphasized in this State as there 
are large Spanish speaking colonies in almost every city and even 
in the smaller towns. 

In the Pasadena High School, where the total enrollment is 
about 2300, there was need of 13 classes in beginning Spanish this 
fall. But in that school the number in a class is limited to 25. 
Our enrollment in Hollywood is about 2300 and our classes run as 
follows: 
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French 


398 


4— B9— 106 


210 


2 A9— 52 


178 


4 10B— 111 


88 


2 10A— 59 


74 


1 11B— 45 


12 


1 11 A— 14 


: 12 


1 12B— 18 
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Spanish 
13 B9 classes with total of 398 
7 A9 classes with total of 210 

6 B 10 classes with total of 

7 A10 classes with total of 
3 Bll classes with total of 
1 All classes with total of 
1 B12 classes with total of 

Total 972 305 

I think this is a fair indication of the general situation. All our 
schools are greatly crowded for room and teachers are obliged to 
handle large classes. 

Inquiry as to the numbers of San Francisco high school students 
studying Modern Languages shows a very high percentage of the 
enrollment engaged in this branch of work. In the Girls High 
School the number runs as high as 92 per cent and in none of the 
schools is the total in modern language classes as low as fifty 
per cent of the school enrollment. Of 7650 high school students 
enrolled, 5550 are reported in the modern language classes or 
seventy-two per cent. About two-thirds of the number are studying 
Spanish, and the remainder French and Italian, the latter claiming 
over 250 students. 

C. Scott Williams 
Pittsburgh Items 
october meeting 
The October meeting of the Modern Language Association of 
Pittsburgh was held at the College Club on October 29th. There 
were present twenty-five members from Pittsburgh and the neigh- 
boring towns. Following the luncheon an interesting program 
was given, on which there was a particularly animated discussion. 
Dr. J. F. L. Raschen of the University of Pittsburgh discussed the 
use of phonetic symbols in teaching pronunciation and stressed 
their importance as the first essential to the acquiring of a correct 
pronunciation. He also brought out the necessity of a thorough 
knowledge of the processes by which the various sounds are formed; 
the positions of the organs and their functions, without which it 
is impossible to determine the nature of speech errors and to correct 
them. Miss B. L. Henry of the University of Pittsburgh told of 
her summer at the Sorbonne and aroused the envy of all present 
by the account of the delights of the courses she had followed. 
Mr. Felix Castaldo of the South High School explained his method 
of teaching Spanish, in which there is much that is novel and 
original. His aim is to develop the "feeling" for the language 
above all else. To this end, during the first six weeks, he entirely 
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ignores the grammar text, using a great many simple sentences 
dealing with familiar objects in various relations, in such a way as to 
form habits of association and expression independently of any 
formal rules of grammar, but constantly encouraging his students 
to deduce grammatical rules of their own, based on observation 
of the forms used. In this manner he finds that when the syste- 
matic study of the grammar is undertaken, instead of seeming dry 
and tedious, it is full of interest as it corroborates the conclusions 
already reached. 

Miss Lutetia Norris of the Swissvale High School was another 
teacher of this district to spend the summer in France. 

Miss Grace Ossenberg, formerly of the Wilkinsburg High 
School, after spending the summer in France, has returned to her 
home in Indiana, where she is teaching in the High School. 

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE OFFERS FRENCH PRIZE 

We are very glad to give space to the following announcement 
of a prize to be awarded by the Pittsburgh Group of the Alliance 
Francaise. In order to encourage the study of French in the High 
Schools of Pittsburgh and to bring the students into contact with 
the advantages offered by the Alliance Francaise, the Pittsburgh 
Group of the Alliance Francaise will give a medal at the end of the 
scholastic year to the best student of French in each of the High 
Schools of the city. The head of the French Department in each 
School will select the student who is to receive the medal. Each 
student receiving the medal will also be given a free membership 
in the Alliance Francaise for the ensuing year. The committee 
in charge of awarding the medals consists of Miss Edythe Ely, 
Pennsylvania College for Women, Rev. Dr. Mage of Macdonald, 
Pa., and Professor Reginald H. Johnson of the University of 
Pittsburgh, chairman. 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

The meeting of the Modern Language Association of Pittsburgh 
at Schenley High School on November 26th was highly successful, 
having an attendance of over thirty, which is a record for these 
meetings during the Thanksgiving vacation. The paper by Miss 
Buhla S. Mitchell of the Irwin Avenue Junior High School on 
"The Modern Language Problem in the Junior High School" 
brought out a number of points that were entirely new to most of 
the members. The idea that the special function of the Junior 
High School is the orientation of its pupils with a view to discover- 
ing their peculiar aptitudes or deficiencies, and the essentially dif- 
ferent method required by that circumstance, aroused a lively 
discussion. In spite of very trying difficulties with lantern and light, 
the illustrated lecture by Professor Gaston Louis Malecot of 
Washington and Jefferson College was both interesting and 
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instructive, and gave an excellent idea of the possibilities of 
visualizing the study of dramatic literature. 

W. H. S. 

Idaho News 

The Modern Language Department of the University of Idaho 
opened very auspiciously this fall. Two new assistants were added 
to the Spanish Faculty, Messrs Raynaldo and Nunez, natives of 
the Philippines and the Canary Islands respectively. Several of our 
language teachers spent the summer in foreign lands and have 
returned with renewed energy and new ideas which they are apply- 
ing to their class work. 

The enrollment in the Language Department shows quite an 
increase over last year, the Spanish at the top. There were 
enrolled on October 21, 1921, 

Spanish — 244, with 40 in advanced work. 

French — 216, with 54 in advanced work. 

German — 28, wit h 11 i n advanced work. 

Totals 488 ToT 

This number has been increased since the beginning of the term 
by 15 or more. 

The Spanish Department has been invited by the Honorary 
Spanish Society, the Delta Sigma Pi, of the University of California 
to start a branch of the Society here. We have this matter now 
under advisement. When it materializes, this Society will have 
charge of the Spanish plays and Spanish entertainments of all 
kinds. A great deal of interest is shown by the students of 
Spanish in this project. 

We also expect in the near future to start a Spanish House, 
which, owing to the scarcity of houses, so far has been impossible. 

M. L. S. 



